
6th Grade 4th 9 Weeks Unit Brainstorm 

 
Concepts from Curriculum Guide 

Achievements, Power, Social Structure, Religion, Government, Economy, Trade, War 

 

Generalizations (What I Want My Students to Know) 

1. Physical features of a region influence the development of a civilization.  

2. Distribution of resources impacts social structure and power. 

3. The culture of a civilization often reflects the values and beliefs of the people.  

4. Availability of resources and success of trade impact a civilization’s economy.  

5. Government structure is often influenced by the culture of a civilization.  

 

Content Standards: Possible “I Can” Statements 

6.H.2.1- Explain how invasions, conquests, 

and migrations affected societies, 

civilizations and regions. 

● I can give reasons for the decline of the 

Mayan, Aztec and Incan civilizations.  

6.H.2.3- Explain how innovations and/or 

technology transformed civilizations, 

societies and regions over time.  

● I can explain ways the achievements of the 

Mayan, Aztec and Incan civilizations 

transformed their societies.  

● I can provide details on what caused the 

decline of the Aztec and Incan empire.  

6.G.1.1 Explain how the physical features and 

human characteristics of a place 

influenced the development of 

civilizations, societies and regions.  

● I can explain ways the physical features of 

Japan influenced its development.  

● I can explain ways the geography of Central 

and South America influenced the 

development of the Mayan and Aztec 

civilizations.  

6.G.1.2- Explain the factors that influenced 

the movement of people, good, and ideas 

and the effects of that movement on 

societies and regions over time. 

● I can give reasons for the decline of the 

Mayan civilization.  

● I can tell how physical features impacted 

trade and war in the Inca civilization.  

6.G.1.3 Compare distinguishing 

characteristics of various world regions 

(e.g., physical features, culture, political 

organization and ethnic make-up). 

● I can compare the characteristics of the 

Mayan, Aztec, and Incan regions.  

6.G.1.4 Explain how and why civilizations, 

societies and regions have used, modified 

and adapted to their environments.  

● I can explain ways the Aztecs and Incas 

adapted to their environment.  

6. C&G.1.1- Explain the origins and 

structures of various governmental 

systems. 

● I can explain the government structure of 

Japan.  

● I can explain the political structure of the 

Mayan, Aztec and Incan civilizations.  



 

6.C&G.1.2 Summarize the ideas that shaped 

political thought in various civilizations, 

societies and regions. 

● I can tell ways economic power challenged 

political power in Japan.  

● I can explain the religious principles that 

guided the cultures of the Mayan, Aztec and 

Incan civilizations.  

6.C&G.1.3 Compare the requirements for and 

responsibilities of citizenship under 

various governments.  

● I can explain the roles of society members in 

the Mayan, Aztec and Incan civilizations. 

● I can explain the cultural customs of daily 

life in the Mayan, Aztec and Incan 

civilizations.  

6.C.1.1 Analyze how cultural expressions 

reflected the values of civilization, 

societies and regions.  

● I can explain the main characteristics of the 

Mayan, Aztec and Incan civilizations.  

● I can compare the practice of sacrifice in the 

Mayan, Aztec and Incan civilizations.  

6.C.1.2- Explain how religion transformed 

various societies, civilizations and 

regions. 

● I can explain the basic beliefs of Shintoism 

and its influence on the Japanese culture.  

● I can explain the beliefs of the Mayan, Aztec 

and Incan civilizations and its impact on 

their society.  

6.C.1.3- Summarize systems of social 

structure within various civilizations and 

societies over time. 

● I can tell ways the control of resources 

influenced the social structure of Japan.  

● I can tell ways the feudal system impacted 

the lives of the Japanese people.  

● I can provide the details of the social 

structure of the Mayan, Aztec and Incan 

civilizations .  

6.E.1.1- Explain how conflict, compromise 

and negotiation over the availability of 

resources impacted the economic 

development of various civilizations, 

societies and regions. 

● I can explain how the Mayan, Aztec and 

Incan civilizations began. 

● I can explain how leaders were replaced in 

the Mayan, Aztec and Incan civilizations.  

6.E.1.2- Explain how quality of life is 

impacted by economic choices of 

civilizations, societies and regions. 

● I can explain the Mayan, Aztec and Incan 

economic structure. 

● I can explain how the quality of life of 

natives was impacted by the invasions and 

conquests.  

 

 

 

 

 



Topics I Will Need to Teach to Help Students Understand the Generalizations (list 

specific topics you will teach) 

Ancient Japan (10 

days) - if not covered 

during 2nd nine weeks 

 

Early Central and 

South American 

Civilizations (Mayan, 

Aztec, Incan) (15 Days) 

  

 

 

Exploration (Vikings) 

Middle Ages (15 Days) 

****Compare & 

Contrast key figures, 

governments, 

religions, innovations 

as an end of year 

review (10 Days) 

 

 

 

Vocabulary My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

Standards Based Vocabulary 

political thought 

social structure 

conflict 

compromise 

negotiation 

quality of life 

economic development 

cultural expressions 

Content Specific Vocabulary 

 

Yearly Review  

 

 

Facts My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Skills My Students Need to Be Able to Apply 

Skills Standards Possible “I Can” Statements 

6.G.1.3 Compare distinguishing characteristics of 

various world regions. 

 

● I can tell the similarities and differences that 

existed between the Mayan, Aztec and Incan 

societies.  

6.G.2.1 Use maps, charts, graphs, geographic 

data and available technology tools to draw 

conclusions about the emergence, expansion and 

decline of civilizations, societies and regions. 

 

6.H.1.1 Construct charts, graphs, and historical 

narratives to explain particular events or issues over 

time.  

● I can create a timeline of the Mayan, Aztec 

and Inca contributions and accomplishments. 

https://docs.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/spreadsheets/d/1wrGhbXj_zsasKafJj1tMo50x92cOF8m-ObJy6T6ir6s/edit?usp=sharing


6.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of historical 

documents in order to establish context.  

● I can analyze primary sources and artifacts in 

order to understand the importance of 

Mesoamerica.  

6.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to 

interpret various historical perspectives.  

● I can analyze and evaluate accounts of 

Europeans and natives of the Americas to 

contrast perspectives.  

 

Resources I will Use to Help Students Learn (insert links wherever possible) 

● NCDPI SS Wiki 

● SAS Curriculum Pathways 

● PBS: History Detectives 

● Technology for SS teachers 

● http://www.socratica.com/ - quick videoclips to spark interest 

● Smithsonian History Explorer 

● Online textbook and resources http://nsms6thgradesocialstudies.weebly.com/ 

● World History For Us All 

● Formerly History for Kids http://quatr.us/ 

● British Museum Website http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/menu.html  

● Annenberg Learner Website http://www.learner.org/ 

● Mr. Dowling website 

● Interactive Timeline  
● www.youtube.com and search for Crash Course History for example 

-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sohXPx_XZ6Y 

● Problem- Attic 

● LIFE photo archives 

● Glencoe World History Videos  

● Explore News Through Maps 

● Primary Sources 

○ Docs Teach  

○ http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides 

○ http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html 

○ National Archives - teaching with primary documents 

● Owlteacher.com - downloadable whole unit lessons 

● http://mrgrayhistory.wikispaces.com/  - Only use this in your classroom. Do not publicize.  

● Caldwell County Schools Social Studies Page 

 

 

Possible ELA Integration 

ThinkCerca 

ReadWorks 

Newsela 

Common Lit 

Tween Tribune 
Channel One News 

 

http://ssnces.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/
https://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/portal/
http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/educators/
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/01/13-good-resources-for-social-studies.html#.VtcoB_k4G1u
http://www.socratica.com/
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/
http://nsms6thgradesocialstudies.weebly.com/
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/shared/units.php
http://quatr.us/
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.learner.org/
http://www.mrdowling.com/index.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sohXPx_XZ6Y
http://www.problem-attic.com/
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://www.glencoe.com/sites/ss_modules/videos/ss_gwh_2008/ss_gwh_2008.html
https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B_mnJ2oXU-JiSlNkaC01UjVSUnc/view?usp=sharing
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides
http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://www.owlteacher.com/
http://mrgrayhistory.wikispaces.com/
http://www.thinkcerca.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
http://commonlit.org/
http://tweentribune.com/
https://www.channelone.com/

